

THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Jul; 31 1889. 


The Brethren Evangelist 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT 


A. It. 
A8HLANU. OHIO 


... 


.! 


5*fr*\£t E *' 5> Edll»rim Writer*. 

J. 1> M«FAl>E3f 

JOHI %1I KKl«»t*orrw»»irtll»# Editor, 


TrrmH af Nutrwrlplt«n. 

u.»i « <.t»> •«<■ je*r. - *•*• 

Oh* Copy *** nttmEli. ■* *7B 


Heiiti Money by Esprenn, Foslni Money 
Oftler, lH-tift. nr EegUlcrfxl loiter, pnyntde 
lo tli« order «f A L< C*«rb*r. One mil 2-coul 
ttamp» will Iki ftcoepLcd for noma unrivr one 
drtUnr ouif; we much prefnr Po»Ul Note* 
to Kintunn, lull both m* *t tin rNteof tbfl 
tnadcr. ■>« not *ifti*l m*h In "nirfi- 
Julf rt»sl I i U«r. 

vor it <Ht.iiir MARK. 

Kxnmtacrttie dot* prLoted on your p*p*r 
with ymir nnint'.nnd when yon time In out 
pi hum renew. A rtoans* #>f tb*si»t* in * 
■KfllHrnl receipt tmw nMsWerljrtloinn, 
nod If OmdnU' 1* HOI chnuKed in two wwIeh 
tfter p»J limit I* miulo* notify nit of Hie MMf 
I 1 1* y o nr roil l > mark, K l>l) RKHrJ. 

E II J f ItETIIttKtt I'tH litllKv 
IS,, l,VM#, .WlliUUl ■ "it. 


HI EH I HiMII 

1. This pitp-r l« Hip i^rpan of Utfl ItrrJhri'n 
Churrii. 

1, Th* N ■ w TVs.ni m ■■« 1 1 k i In 1 « twep t *-i I n II d ■• v- 
rlnr-ls '■ nUthurM^ of 111 lire l(t» ovarii 111 i"M< 

1. FaJtli In C1ir1*t and Reformation from Sin, 
Trim' ]ipmil< rakn, Buptwc ami Ctimnmnlnn, Wmnh* 
In* net, mid l In KUitr a* tUr <m|y rnh- irf Kalth 
■an Prt(*Mn ■*>■ ^rn^jpUh i^i*mttitnt in (In- mine 

Unllirvit, ci ml to llu Nujratl riy Mil HinrciH't ua p«* 
■n-DIInt nvlik-ncfof fr-IIowttilp in lb" tlT-«thi;-rti*nwl 
hvrvpii i>j" ihV* [mptr. 

4, Thi a biiml rmtgn-jjathm i™ rer'fwnliU'd im * 
entnotenr KK4ety« onrnnlieeil fur ri:i-h'#i»*iloi*! pur* 
p-nsci fhnt Inn inutile r>h I (» mhj a hi i-wli othnr In 
■llrln^ rhliLji'i, 4« * ji*ri iTiiir one fcmly «tf drift : 
nod iri silfll, hi* lutein Tldtnt of oilier rotigftMb- 
Ihmaanri toEnpelrnl to adopt rtlp l N Mini rvirulii- 

iii'ti* fur w-a ih [i internal mnninsHtnl kii<i »Hh'1, 
pilot In ii»runmy wn« Uu- Nnw 9MnUnBKt« 

1. ltvport* <ifcbtirclt irl*l-»nnil tnMKfH dn not 
tn[rrc«L th^ ehurrhei. noit will utn 1h» finttLl^hril. 
e TOMf t Irt rut'!! nT rtV1*iHtc?diiir nvitlli*! liitcleiy 

mulMIm 1 fhVib. ft'ir tin* [truliY Unit of Ibe oUnfehw 

i, Tht- cnllt^r* t|ip not huh) Un-tn-iilvi'* penuan- 
•In)!" for thf-vipwtt ftruoffneBOniiMit&i Ami roiiihi- 
«r ilii'inwh ri wmhT tio»iiPct*l o Ml rati on to |oi>)- 
UkIi ihi'fuuimLiulraUuitit ofnoT om-i an-1 *U* ooi 
■ upp^M- thi- enrtn will -lop gm| tin- rlmri'lt fall to 

■lnm»lf T<m Itrv tint ht-arii; miJ tin faVorUlpiii l» 

known. 

T„ Writ*- plainly upon am- ||4i of u>p ibenl 
only, nn'l >io ti»i mix mau«r ilrmaii'tliti^ NbuhMII- 
«.!*■ pn hlli' till on, H lilt i^uy* nil'! p utn iur< «l t n j innke 
cniifrh in?wa lirhY, km' pout in 'rion.il, rp ftts m l l*i it n, 
*tlti*al nltncr rkntimgnlt tun, hImI tfjf to mlapt 
yoiir-u-lf In Tin riVrnWUnM tlH oiiNh- In I 1 - , 


ASH I.AMI, Ohio, July :(l . 188» 


Sew Testament C'liurch Vovrrn* 
inent. 

la uar lattt we undtTtook to 
show there wero Iwo lornis of 
church government presented in 
the New Teetament. Que wag 
instituted by Christ himitelf, in 
which he is the sole original au- 
thority, and which is universal 
in aj.i|ilicatiun, unddepeudent up 
on every mem her tor cxecntiou. 
The authority is givtn in this 
scripture : 'If thy brother tress- 
pass, go and tutl him In- fault be- 
tween thee and him alone.' Matt. 
18:15. The words against thee, 
in the text nre fraude, The Sa- 
viour did not so givii the coru- 
uitiii'l. The authority id theru 
lore of general application where 
brethren of Christ dweil within 
reach of one another, whether 
there is a local coiiij relation or 
not. Then, yon ank, who in the 
congregation to tell it to it there 
is no local church, if the man 
will not hear? Tell it to the 
other members within roach. 
They constitute the congrega- 
tion, even though there should 
be but one more besides the 
transgressor and the one who is 
correcting his brother, iiui.you 
say, he is to take with him one 
or two more. Matt. 18 : 16. 
Well, truly eo. But suppose 
there is only one more? Alter 
they have privately labored to 
get a confession ol wrong- doing 
and a promise to do right with- 
out success, they are to tell it to 
the congregation or Ecctesias, 
As there is no nther members of 
the hody of Christ within reach 
the two constitute the Eccksias. 
Jlow do you know they do ? 
Hear Christ, 'For where two or 
three are gathered together in 
my name, there am -I in the midet 
of them.' Matt. 18:20. Again 
I eay unto you, that it two ol you 
shall agree on earth at> touching 
anything that they shall ask, it 
shall be done (or them ot my 
Father which is in heaven. Matt. 
18:19. But the tact must not be 


overlooked here that Christ ia 
one of the number. lie is there 
at Moderator. Gathering in his 
name constitutes him Moderator; 
and he is not only Moderator, 
but he is the law and the testi- 
mony aleo. Christ is hot indeed 
in the midet ot them with bis 
person, but by his spirit and the 
Word, which is the law or will 
of the Father, which was at one 
time made flesh and dwelt among 
men. As also he preached to 
the Antediluvians by the month 
of Noah. 1 Pet. 8 : 19, 20. Christ 
is ii the midst ot them in the 
Word, by which men are' to be 
acquitted or condemned. 

In the Apostolic churches or 
local organizations good works 
were systematized. There is to 
order in the Ijonse ot God, and 
where there are fifty or a hun- 
dred believers, there a local or- 
ganization should exist. 

Alter the Apoetles entered up- 
on their mission work they or- 
ganized local congregations, 
bishops or elders were chosen 
aud ordained, and also deacons 
and deaconesses. The various 
works of the church were placed 
iu the hands of those who might 
be called specialists. The Elder 
had the general oversight of the 
congregation, and the principal 
part of the teaching to do. The 
deacons were charged with the 
distribution of the benevolence 
ol the church and the oversight 
ot its temporal affairs. The men 
set apart lor the special work of 
the church were supported by 
the other members of the church 
who devoted themselves wholly 
10 temporal business on the six 
days ot the week, and thou con- 
tributed of the fruits of their la- 
bor for the support of those who 
gave themselves continually to 
the ministry of the word. The 
local congregation, as organized 
under the Acts of the Apostles 
and the Epistles, undoubtedly 
has a right to frame rules for its 
own internal management, not 
coutrary to the commands of 
Christ. It is competent to say 
what the rule of receiving mem- 
bers Bhall be, how often the pas- 
tor shall be changed, when its 
solemn leasts shall be held, de- 
line the methods of procedure in 
the trial ot members by the 
church, decide to what confer- 
ences, associations or conven- 
tions it shall - hold ecclesiastical 
connection; bow the Sabbath 
School shall be conducted, what 
the music -of the church shall be, 
etc., etc. 

The local congregation poss- 
essed very large powers under 
Apostolic organization. The 
spoetles introduced rules which 
were not authorized by com- 
mands of Christ, but not in any 
sense contrary thereto. The lo- 
cal congregation of Jerusalem 
had all things common. That 
was a rule made by that organ- 
ization. It was not commanded 
by Christ, but that church 
thought it would contribute to 
tbeadvancementofits interests 
and the rule was accordingly 
made and lived out until it was 
proved not to be a good one. 

The Jewish local congrega- 
tions made it a rule to practice 
circumcision, while the Gentile 
local congregations made it a 
rale not to practice circumcision. 
So when Paul brought one of 
the Gentile converts, Timothy, 
into the Jewish local congrega- 
tions he circumcised him accord- 
ing to the law ot Moses, Still 
Timothy was no more a Chris- 
tian than be was before, and no 


more a member of the body of 
Christ. Paul recognized the 
powers ot the local congregation 
in that act of his. 

The Jewish local congrega- 
tions kept the Feast, the Pass- 
over, aa the Lord's Supper on 
the 14th day of the first month, 
and made the practice one of its 
rules. The Gentile local congre- 
gation kept a celebration they 
called the Passover also, bat made 
it a rale to keep it on the Lord's 
Day following the 14th, when the 
14th did not tall upon a Lord's 
Day. Paul and Mark introduced 
this rule in the Gentile local con- 
gregations, yet Paul was anxious 
to keep the Feast at Jerusalem 
with the brethren on one occa- 
sion. 

At Corinth the local congrega- 
tion made it a rule for sisters to 
hide themselves in great, enor- 
mous veils when they spoke in 
public services, and Paul helps 
them On by bis argument in sus- 
taining the rule. But the 
churches or congregations else- 
where had no such rules. Some 
ot the churches organized by the 
apostles bad rules not to admit 
members until alter two years' 
education in doctrine and disci- 
pline. Others received them 
without any catechetical disci- 
pline whatever. 

There is br>ad liberty under 
the Gospel of Christ, and it was 
exercised in the times ot the 
Apostles^ Such diversity in 
methods as existed between the 
apostolic churches would be tol- 
erated by tew denominations at 
this time. A uniform system ot 
local church government was ut- 
terly incompatible with the com- 
mand, ' Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every ereaturt.' 
In the church at Jerusalem, they 
would uot have a bishop who 
was uncircumcised for many 
years .dtor the Apostolic age had 
closed. Other churches never 
had such a bishop. 

Under this regime all went well 
until men came down from J udea 
and taught that except there is 
circumcision and a keeping of 
the law ol Moses, no one could 
be saved. Those self- constituted 
gods were repudiated. Then 
all weut on well until other self 
constituted gods undertook to es- 
tablish the same system in all 
the churches ol the earth. Then 
came a time of tribulation precip- 
itated by professing Christians 
and martyrdoms by authority of 
such professors. 

We leave the subject here and 
in the next will consider the rea- 
sonableness of the New Testa- 
ment system. 


After years of searching for sets forth the rise of the Baptists 


Histories on Single Immersion. 

Some time ago the fact was 
published in this paper that Sin- 
gle Immersion with the back- 
ward action could not be histor- 
ically traced beyond A. D., 1622. 
Now a brother wants the history 
which says so, and where he can 
get the book. He enclosed a 
stamp tor a reply, like a gentle- 
man and a scholar. 

Now the tact is that such a 
statement in such words may not 
be found outside of the writings 
ot men who taught that trine im- 
mersion is the gospel mode of 
baptism. Baptist historians, of 
the single-act persuasion will 
not make such a statement; and 
it is ol no interest to historian* 
who believe in sprinkling or 
pouring tp make it. It is there- 
fore left for , immersionists who 
believe in the triple act to die- 
cover the troth and make the 
statement. 


the truth along side the work of 
many others, we ofter to pay any 
one one hundred dollars who will 
produce reliable historical ev- 
idence that single, backward 
immersion, with the use ot the 
Commission, was practiced as 
baptism before A. D. 1500; and 
request our brethren to become 
our agents in circulating the 
offer. 

We do not do this from a 
proud and overbearing spirit, 
but a conscientious desire to 
know and speak the truth. We 
state as a tact, that single back- 
ward immersion is not known to 
have existed before 1522, and il 
any one knows of Buch existence, 
we want to know the truth and 
tell it in the fear of God. 

Along side this statement we 
can say that Trine Immersion 
is. known to have existed since 
the primitive times of Christiani- 
ty. 

We know our brother has not 

the time nor opportunity to dig 
into a loug row of histories, and 
for his benefit and all other read- 
ers we make the following ex- 
tracts from histories : 

Moehettn's Ecclesiastical History, 
Murdock'a translation, volutnn ill, pane 
372, note 10. But the first regular con. 
gregatinD of English Baptists appears 
to have organized from certain English 
Puritans, who returned from Holland 
after the death of their pastor, Rev, 
John Smyth, who died In 1610. 

Also same vol., note S6, page 210.— 
Bev. John Smyth la commonly 
represented as the father of the Gen- 
eral or Arininiiiti Baptists in England. 
Separating from the church of Eng- 
land, he Joined the Biowntsts; was one 
of their leading men In 1502. 

Robert Brown, the founder of the 
Brownista, was born In 1650, There Is 
no Baptist history of England beyond 
these men, 

SuliafT-Herzog Encyclopedia, cap- 
tion. Baptists.— The first confession 
of the Baptists in England, A. D. uu-i , 
antedated the Westminister Confes- 
sion. The llaptists appeared first to 
Switzerland in 1523, where they were 
persecuted by Zwinsrli [founder of the 
German Reformed church, who was a 
guilty accomplice In taking the lives 
of one or two Baptists] and the Roman- 
ists. After 15.14, they were numerous 
in North reu Germany, Holland, Bel- 
gium and the Walloon provinces. 

History of the Baptists, by Thomas 
ArmltaeeD. D,, L. L. D., (the most 
complete and scholarly Baptist History 
in the world, published In 1S8T) page 
3211.— The great Baptist movement on 
the Continent [of Europe] originated 
with no particular man nor in any one 
place. It seems to have sprung up in 
many places at about the same, time 
and Its general growth was wonderful 
betweenjiew and 1570. 

Page S84.— Who were these Swiss 
Baptists whom the Reformed Inquisi- 
tion handled so savagely V One of 
them was Conrad Grebe I. • * In 1631, 
Basel invited him to higher literary 
work * * In 1622 he says of Grebel : 
'He Is a moat candid and learned 
youth. 1 * * But the next, year they 
began to draw apart ou the true char- 
acter of a gospel church, and broke 
completely, He told Zwingll: The 
Scriptures teach that all children, who 
have put arrived at the knowledge of 
good aud evil, are saved by the suf- 
ferings of Christ. 

Page 835.— Felix "Man tz was a noble 
Swiss Baptist leader, a native Of 
Zurich. He began to question the 
Scriptural character of a State-Church 
and infant baptism In 1612. 

Page 338.— Balthazar Hubmeyer was 
the nobleat of the Swiss Baptists. He 
was born at Eriedburg, 1480, and stu- 
died philosophy and theology under 
Eck. He embraced Luther's views In 
1522. * * 

He followed his convictions, left the 
State-Church and was baptized by 
Renblln, at Waldshnt In 1926. 

These references might be 
multiplied until columns were 
filled, and there would only be a 
farther departure from the earli- 
est authentic Single Immersion 
history as we have that mode of 
baptism in this day. 

The first quotation from Dr. 
Armitege's history most truly 


in Europe. Single immersion as ' 
it is now practiced by the six 
classes of Baptists had its birth , 
in Switzerland in the time of the 
Reformation ol the 16th century, 
and there is no historical ev- 
idence that there was such a dis- 
tinct class before 1622. The 
great leaders were men who 
were baptized by sprinkling ia 
the Catholic church. However 
the English Baptists had their 
baptism from John Smyth, who 
baptized himself by a kind of 
single immersion in 1608. In 
this country, it oomes Irom Roger 
Williams, who was baptized by 
single immersion by a man who 
was unbaptized. 

Thus it is most plainly evident 
that single, backward immersion 
is not the mode instituted by 
the Apostles, aB there is not a 
record ot such baptism to be 
found in the world, before 1622 ; 
while, ss the very learned and 
careful historian, Dr. Wall, says : 
Trine Immersion, was the »way 
of all antiquity.' 

Why should men, who desire 
to follow Christ in his own ap- 
pointed ways, refuse themselves 
the satisfaction ol heart, ot be- 
ing baptized in the way the com* 
mission given by Matthew's gos- 
pel most plainly indicates, and 
history vindicates positively and 
conclusively? 

EDITORIAL NOTES. 

The island of Crete Is now in a state 
of rebellion against the Turkish gov- 
ernment. This Island was one of the 
notable places in Paul's journey. 


The W aide n ees will hold a bl-oen- 
tennial celebration in August. The 
event they celebrate is their return to 
their land from which they were driven 
by papists, Although treated with 
soma kindness in the land of their 
exile, a historian says : 

'Their hearts were in their desolate 
homes, and still clung In the ashes of 
their fathers and wives and children 
aud bro tliers who had fallen nobly for 
their holy religion. Accordingly, after 
three years' banishment, about nine 
hundred men determined to press their 
way hack. Putting their women and 
children in a place of safety, on the 
night of tho Kith of August, lOSfl, they 
gathered in a forest on the northern 
shore of Lake Geneva, a few mile* 
above the eity, aud thence, In the dark- 
ness, effected a crossing, and landed at 
A' voire, in Savoy. From here, under 
the conduct of their warrior, Pastor 
Henry Araaud, they struck out In 
solid phalanx Into the enemy 'scountry. 
Thence commenced their wonderful 
in an- Ii of thirty-one days, marked by 
t rial s, a u fferin gs an d jierossm s a u ch aa 
few enterprises have ever exhibited. 
They won the prize they set before 
themselves, and after eight months of 
heroic sirugnle, saw their l>rethreo re- 
established In the homes and sanctna- 
I'i.'s of their native land. Prom what 
could be regathered of the former 
wreck, households were set up again, 
the word was preached, and all their 
simple ministrations of grace were re- 
sumed. This is the event whose bi- 
centenary will this summer be cele- 
brated. Their emergence Into full 
citizenship since 1843, their present 
position of active evangelism and the 
great hopes we are permitted to cher- 
ish for reunited Italy, all combine to 
make thia celebration one of unuaual 
interest.' 

Nine years before the date of their 
return, French and Italian papai 
soldiers, under the Savoy, bad been 
sent against them In tbe spirit of 
butchery, killing 8,ooo, Imprisoning 10,- 
000 aD d distributing 3,000 of their 
children among Catholic families. In 
all this Infernal work they bad ' tbe 
blessing of him who as Pope, declared 
himself to be God's vicegerent on earth. 
The returning 000 fought, for thirty 
days against 10,000 trained soldiers la 
an effort to reach their homes, and 
finally regaining them they fortified 
themselves In their defense. During 
the winter following 26,000 soldiers 
were sent by the Pope agalnat them, 
but not untl] they bad been worsted in 
eighteen distinct battles would they 
withdraw. The Taudois were left in 
poeaeaslon of their homeB, with a loss 
in their defense of nearly 30 men. 
They are now overrunning the plains 
and valluys of Italy, Bible in hand, 
preaching aa ever the, simple atory of 
the cross and salvation through Jesus 
alone. Gavazzi, who lately died, was 
of their number.-— Ex. 
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